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BERTIE

What might be termed slightly less than adequate stage management, Jeeves.
Where the blazes is my banjo?

JEEVES

I fear it has been stolen, sir.

BERTIE

Stolen?

JEEVES

Yes, sir.

BERTIE

My banjo?

JEEVES

Yes sir.

BERTIE

Who on earth would want to steal it?

JEEVES

A music lover, perhaps?

BERTIE

Eh?

JEEVES

One possibly jealous of your own abilities, sir.

BERTIE

Well, what on earth are we going to do? There are row upon row of eager banjo lovers here.

JEEVES

I took the liberty of sending out for a fresh instrument. The shop is despatching one immediately.

BERTIE

Splendid. How long will that take?

JEEVES

Oh, no more than two hours, sir.

BERTIE

Two hours?
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JEEVES

The shop concerned is in Kent.

BERTIE

(shrilly) Kent?

JEEVES

Just this side, sir.

BERTIE is speechless.

BERTIE

(to the audience) Excuse me. (to JEEVES) What exactly do you suggest I do to entertain these - good
people - for two hours?

JEEVES

Perhaps an anecdote or two, sir?

BERTIE

An anecdote or two? Jeeves, there's enough time for me to read them the entire works of Proust - (to the
audience) - please excuse us – (to JEEVES) - that is not a solution.

JEEVES

May I suggest that whilst we deliberate, sir, we ask Mr. Nutledge to entertain with a little mood music.

BERTIE

Very well, Jeeves. Though I should warn you if Ozzie Nutledge is let loose on that piano for two hours, I am
not going to be answerable for this audience's behaviour. These are music lovers, Jeeves, not massed
masochists.

JEEVES

Very good, sir.

JEEVES nods to OZZIE who starts to play what
will in due course become the introduction to
THE CODE OF THE WOOSTERS.

(to us) Ladies and Gentlemen, Mr Bertram Wooster.

JEEVES leads more applause and
simultaneously steps back to leave BERTIE
alone on stage. CODE OF THE WOOSTERS
starts gently under.

BERTIE

(rushing after him) Jeevesl

JEEVES

Sir?
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BERTIE

Where are you going? Don't leave me here. What am I going to do?

JEEVES

Entertain, sir.

BERTIE

Entertain? How?

JEEVES

As I implied, sir, I thought a little personal reminiscence.

BERTIE

Personal reminiscence? You think they'd buy that?

JEEVES

Given the - not uneventful nature of your life thus far -

BERTIE

I see.

JEEVES

The resolute nature of your character when confronted with crisis -

BERTIE

See what you mean.

JEEVES

Your unwavering purpose …

BERTIE

Never a wobble …

JEEVES

Your grit and determination …

BERTIE

None grittier …

JEEVES

Your calm in the heat of calamity …

BERTIE

Middle name cucumber …

JEEVES

Your chivalry towards the gentler sex …
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BERTIE

Show me a puddle I'll sling them a cloak …

JEEVES

Shining example to young and old : ..

BERTIE

Trust your Uncle Bertie …

JEEVES

Which need to be told.

BERTIE

The Wooster Code.

SONG: THE CODE OF THE WOOSTERS (Pt 1)

(speaking with the music) I obey
The Code of the Woosters
It's a simple
Philosophy.
When perhaps
A chap's in trouble
I respond with
Alacrity.

(singing) AND IF MY FELLOW MEN HAVE PROBLEMS
WHATEVER THEY MIGHT BE
THEY CALL ON ME
THE STERLING WOOSTER B.

FOR DESPITE
THIS EASY NATURE
COMES THE EVENING
WHEN BATTLE DAWNS
WHAT A SIGHT
TO SEE A WOOSTER
GRAB THE LIVESTOCK BY BOTH THE HORNS
FOR WHEN A WOOSTER'S MASK OF PLEASURE
BECOMES A STEELY STARE
YOU'LL KNOW HE'S THERE.
HE'LL NEVER TURN A HAIR.

WHAT WOULD A CHAP DO WITHOUT IT?
HOW WOULD HE GET THROUGH WITHOUT IT?
HOW COULD HE STAY TRUE WITHOUT THE CODE OF THE WOOSTERS?
IF YOU'RE AT SEA, I SHALL BE THERE
EVEN PUT OFF TEA TO BE THERE,
WOOSTERS HAVE SWUM OCEANS FOR THE CODE OF -
ALLEGIANCE DULY OWED FOR THE WOOSTER CODE - 
WHAT A LOAD.

IF A GIRL
IS IN THE DOLDRUMS
NOT A PADDLE
TO HER NAME
I'LL BE THERE
THOUGH FRANKLY SPEAKING
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WOMANISING'S NOT MY GAME
BUT IF SHE'S REALLY IN A LATHER,
WILD EYED AND HAT ASKEW
HE'LL SEE HER THROUGH,
OLD YOU KNOW WHO ...

JEEVES
On the particular date in question, Mr. Wooster awoke from a troubled sleep, doubtless caused by certain
events that had occurred the previous day. The main attraction being his appearance before the Magistrates'
bench, presiding magistrate Sir Watkyn Bassett.

[UNDERSCORE]

BERTIE

(alarmed) Watkyn Bassett. He's not here, is he?

JEEVES

The role of Sir Watkyn will be played on this occasion by Bernard Bazely.

BERTIE

What? Old Bumpy. Jolly good.

BAZELY has risen from the audience and
      assumes the role of WATKYN BASSETT. One

         he will play for the remainder of the evening like
other assorted members of the 'audience'.

BAZELY

(as BASSETT) .,. but let us for a moment examine in detail this appalling exhibition of lawless hooliganism
displayed by the accused.

BERTIE

That's frightfully good, Bumpy.

BAZELY

Oh, thanks.

BERTIE

Got old Bassett off to a tee.

BASSETT

The constable in his evidence, tells us that you first of all snatched, or rather struck his helmet from his head,
made off with it. and hurled his headgear into Trafalgar Square fountain. Is this possible?

BERTIE

I was testing it, M 'lord. (to us) I said something like that.

BASSETT

Testing it?

BERTIE

To see if it was waterproof.
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BASSETT

Waterproof?

[END UNDERSCORE]

BERTIE

The helmet, M'lord. It suddenly came to me, like a blinding f lash, that if the police are expected to saunter
around the streets in all weathers rattling door handles, had anyone bothered to check whether their titfers
were waterproof ... ?

BASSETT

That is enough. I do not wish to hear another word from you. I shall now pass sentence and I warn you, I
intend to sentence you to the most severe penalty that the law will allow. Augustus Fink-Nottle - a name, I
may say, I am strongly inclined to think is assumed or fictitious - Augustus Fink-Nottle, I find you guilty of one
of the most wretched examples of senseless vandalism it has ever been my misfortune -

BERTIE

(cutting him off) And so on and so on. Thanks, Bumpy.

[START INTRO]

BAZELY

Not at all, Bertie. 

BERTIE

You get the drift, anyway.

SONG: THE CODE OF THE WOOSTERS (Pt 2)

WHENEVER IT CALLS, CAN'T IGNORE IT
EVEN GIVE UP ASCOT FOR IT
WOOSTERS HAVE DIED GLADLY FOR THE CODE OF -
FOR THAT RUGGED, HEAVY LOAD CALLED THE WOOSTER CODE - 
WHAT A LOAD.
TAKE MY CARD
IN CASE YOU NEED ME, IF YOU'RE JOUSTING A LOSING CAUSE.
LIKE THE CHAP
WHO WINS THE DOUBLE
I CAN RATTLE
THE NATURAL LAWS -

SO IF YOU'RE EATEN UP WITH ANGUISH
I'LL SNATCH YOU FROM ITS JAWS
NO SECOND'S PAUSE
FROM ONE SINCERELY YOURS ...
IT'S ALRIGHT
HE'S ON CALL BOTH DAY AND NIGHT,
TURNING DARKNESS INTO LIGHT - 
UBIQUE ILLUMINATUS
WOOSTER IS READY TO FIGHT
WOOSTER IS READY TO FIGHT

JEEVES appears pushing a chaise upon which 
is a dressing gown. He now helps BERTIE 
exchange this latter for his dinner jacket.
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BERTIE

And so it was, that I awoke on this morning in question, fresh from dreams of maniacal magistrates and
amphibious policemen and ten quid lighter in pocket ... What are you doing, Jeeves?

JEEVES

Attempting a little verisimilitude, sir.

BERTIE

What's this? Costumes as well?

JEEVES

A limited supply from the wardrobe store.

BERTIE

Splendid. They're certainly getting their money's worth. Whatever next? Scenery?

JEEVES

Mostly imagined or representational, sir.

BERTIE

Nonetheless, under the circumstances, good going.

JEEVES

Thank you, sir.

BERTIE

Despite the strong smell of moth balls. Anyway onwards, Jeeves. What first occurred on this sunny morning
in question?

JEEVES

Sunny afternoon sir.

BERTIE

Already?

JEEVES

Two thirty pm.

BERTIE

Splendid.

JEEVES

First, I had to inform you that Miss Byng telephoned earlier, sir.

BERTIE

What, again?  What did she want this time?
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JEEVES

She did not confide in me, sir.  She merely laughed and hung up.

BERTIE

Laughed?  That does not bode well, Jeeves.  Contrary to the old saying, when Stiffy laughs the rest of the
world usually fails to see the funny side.

(Doorbell (of sorts) rings.)

What on earth was that, Jeeves?

JEEVES

An approximation of a doorbell, sir.

BERTIE

Who is it?

JEEVES

I believe at this point in the narrative Mr Fink-Nottle called.

BERTIE

Gussie?  What did he want?

JEEVES

I will admit him, sir.  

BERTIE

Good idea.  Apparently, at this point enter Gussie, recluse and passionate student of pond life with particular
regard to newts...

(CRABTREE, on JEEVES' signal, steps out from the audience.)

GUSSIE

(as played by CRABTREE)  Hallo, Jeeves...
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